
EASTER MESSAGE 2021 

Christ Is Risen! 

Recently one of our beloved priests died. I was blessed to pray with him and his closest 

friends on that day. It was a sad, but beautiful occasion. As we sat around his bed, his 

friends shared their stories of how he had touched their lives; It was clear they loved him 

dearly and were grateful that he had been part of their family for so many years. It was clear 

to me he had loved them too and their presence brought him enormous reassurance. 

As we talked, I could not help but think of the reality of the Paschal Mystery - dying and 

rising. 

I reflected on this priest's life and wondered at all the Holy Thursdays, Good Fridays and 

Easter days he had celebrated. Just as I was about to leave he awoke unexpectedly! He gave 

me a huge smile and gave me his blessing - it was if heaven and earth met for those few 

minutes. He was ready and peaceful. He awaited that final breath when he would see God 

face-to-face. 

It is no mistake that we see the reality of the paschal mystery all around us! The pattern of 

dying and rising. We see this across our beautiful diocese marked in the beauty of autumn 

and as we fast approach the cold winter - we do so in the knowledge of Spring days and 

Summer harvest. We experience this too in our lives - dying and rising- loving and letting 

go - remembering and living. 

We are mindful of the suffering of those who have lived through the torrential rains and 

flooding waters and losses they face. Once again we see the goodness of so many who 

quickly come to the aide of friend and stranger with such compassion. 

Our news reminds of us the deep yearning for peace in Myanmar and other countries where 

people live in turmoil. There are tragic stories of individuals whose lives are beset by the 

violence and whose vulnerability is exploited by others. 

St Paul uses a beautiful ancient hymn in his Letter to the Philippians: 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, 

Did not count his equality with God something to be grasped. 

Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, 

Coming in human likeness. 

And being found in human form he humbled himself 

And became obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 

(St Paul to the Philippians 2:6-8) 
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