WEEK 3: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Theme: Shine on the World Like Bright Stars
BULLETIN 
As our October journey with the Shine a Light initiative continues, we keep our focus firmly on nurturing safety, dignity, and genuine care throughout our community. You can learn more at: www.cdsale.org.au/sal
This week, our theme invites us to "Shine on the World Like Bright Stars," echoing this Sunday’s Gospel acclamation. The gospel reminds us to give to God what belongs to God, Christ calls us to honour the divine image stamped upon every human being. When we reflect God’s love through integrity, empathy, and positive action, our lives shine like beacons of hope—showing what it truly means to uplift, protect, and respect one another.
PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
For our families and relationships:
May we recognise that every person is made in the sacred image and likeness of God, ensuring that our homes are sanctuaries where each life is cherished as belonging wholly to the Lord. 
Lord, hear us.
For healing, courage, and true freedom:
May Christ - who calls us to render to God what is God's - bring peace, strength, and renewed confidence to all who are recovering from controlling behaviour or harm, blessing them with communities that uphold their God-given dignity and well-being. 
Lord, hear us.

REFLECTION- By Fr Aneesh George IVDei
Shine on the World Like Bright Stars
There was a blind man who walked through the streets every night carrying a lamp in his hand. One evening, someone saw him and wondered, “Why does a blind man carry a lamp? Even if he cannot see its light.” As the blind man was walking, another person, coming from the opposite direction, accidentally bumped into him. Angrily, the man said, “Why are you carrying a lamp? You are blind. The light is useless to you!” The blind man gently replied, “My friend, I know that I cannot see the light. But I carry this lamp so that others can see me and I will not become an obstacle to them.”  
Dear friends, sometimes we carry the light not because we need it, but because someone else needs it. There are people around us who are walking through darkness, the darkness caused by loneliness, fear, abuse, violence, rejection, addiction, grief or hopelessness.  That is what it means to “Shine on the World Like Bright Stars.” We may not be able to remove all the darkness in the world. We may not be able to solve every problem. But Jesus tells us: “Let your light shine before others.”
When we speak up against domestic violence, we become the bright stars. When we listen to someone who is suffering, we become the bright stars. When we stand beside a person who is frightened and say, “You are not alone,” we become the bright stars. When we choose kindness instead of anger, forgiveness instead of revenge, respect instead of control, and love instead of violence, we will shine on the world like bright stars.
And sometimes we may wonder, “Is my little light really making a difference?” Remember the blind man. He could not see his own light—but someone else needed it. 
Perhaps we cannot see the difference our kindness is making. Perhaps we cannot see the person we are encouraging. Perhaps we will never know whose life was changed because we chose to speak, listen, forgive, protect or love. But keep carrying the lamp. Keep shining. Because somewhere, someone is walking through darkness—and our light may be the very light they need to find their way home.
So today, let us make this our prayer and our mission: Shine on the world like bright stars. Shine in our homes. Shine in our families. Shine in our relationships. Shine wherever there is fear, pain, darkness and violence. 
May the light of Christ shine through our lives, so that no one around us needs to walk alone in the darkness. “Shine on the World Like Bright Stars.” Not because our light is perfect, but because even the smallest light can defeat the darkness.
Let our homes be places where no one is afraid. Let our relationships be places where no one is controlled or humiliated. Let our words heal rather than wound. And let the light of Christ shine through us.
We may not realise how much light we carry. We may not see the difference we are making. But keep carrying the lamp. Keep shining. Because someone walking in darkness may be looking for our light. So, Shine on the World Like Bright Stars”.
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