Theme: Nurturing Good Fruit in Our Communities
Bulletin Notice 
Throughout October, our parish joins with Shine a Light to raise awareness and stand in solidarity against Domestic and Family Violence. Shine A Light is a Sale Diocese program, developed with Catholic Social Services Victoria, enabling Parish communities to equip themselves with knowledge, tools and a deeper understanding of how to recognise and appropriately respond to family and domestic violence.  You can learn more at: www.cdsale.org.au/sal

In this first week, our reflection focuses on "Nurturing Good Fruit," inspired by this Sunday’s Gospel. Just as a well-tended vineyard yields a rich harvest, we are each invited to cultivate kindness, mutual support, and dignity within our homes and parish family. When we nurture one another with patience and care, we build a community where everyone can truly thrive. 
Prayer of the Faithful
For our homes and families:
May all households be nurtured as fertile vineyards of gentleness and care, where every person is honoured with dignity and love, and our domestic lives bear abundant fruits of safety, peace, and mutual respect. 
Lord, hear us.
For healing, renewal, and hope:
May all who have known hardship or harm at home find healing, courage, and  hope and may they be surrounded by a caring community that protects and uplifts them. 
Lord, hear us.
Reflection by Jim Quillinan
Nurturing Good Fruit in Our Communities 
The message of today’s Gospel is clear, violence never works. It may bring some passing satisfaction, the illusion of success, even a sense of winning but as Jesus’ parable teaches, in the long run it doesn’t work at all.
The gospel also invites us to nurture what it calls, the good fruit, to let go of greed, jealousy,  anger, resentment and bitterness and to find ways to nurture with(in) graciousness, love, gentleness and forgiveness and find ways to be grateful. These are not signs of weakness but of strength and  we have to work at them.
The gospel reminds us that we don’t belong to anyone, we are not someone’s possession, whether we are married or single. We come to marriage as two people. No matter how close a marriage or a friendship, we always remain individuals. No love or friendship ever fully takes away our separateness, our identity, our individuality. Nor should it. Although we might grow together in our union, we grow as individuals, and not in someone else’s shadow. 
We don’t stop growing, maturing, discovering new ways of viewing life, more things about ourselves throughout life. That doesn’t stop when we get married.  It is that complexity that makes this relationship intriguing and interesting.
Even when we have children, they are not our possessions but rather we are called to care for them and to give them the freedom to grow, to nurture the good fruit. 
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